IN PRAISE OF THE INCMPETENT MAN

SIDDHARTH KHAJURIA FINDS SOME®SITIVES IN ALL THE BURBONERY OF THE MYORAL RACE

There's something refreshing abouteasel-wordy about that one. It was dmmself from unsavoury characters of
inadequate politiciang.hey don't have answer with which Paxman might wekvery ilk, seemingly trying to remain
that veneer; that deft touch with whichave skewered a ministerial career amtouch with his ‘revolutionary' past.

to skirt around an inquisitor's trickeryNewsnight.
London's three candidates for Mayor
Boris, Ken, and the other bloke - a
three such men.

Last week, BBC's Questiofime
showcased them to the nation. "SH
UP!" squealed the Lib Dem man &
Boris bumbled and mumbled his wa
to the end of a sentence. Unseeml \ -
PerhapsThough an acceptable barb i 5N
local political debate, it wouldn't eve “I'll ‘out-ethnic’ you”
happen with Gordo and Dave.

Dimbleby goes on to suggest to These

colourful

Cabinet ministers resign for far
less.They live in fear of verbal slips
and perceptions of impropriety
They're held to a standard which
demands awkward answers to straigh
guestions on a daily basis.

The instinctive reaction is, of
course, that it doesn't quite matter a
much when we're talking local politics.
Boris can't invade Iran, or cast
Scotland adrift, can he? Perhaps not. |
spite of their defects and shambolic

charactersgampaigns, though, there's somethin

Ken that the Olympic bid was a "conhowever can get away with characterefreshing about a political climate
trick” to ensnare the government intbaws and unseemly gi@s which which doesn't dismiss these men fo
regenerating the East End of Londowould rarely pass muster on ththeir frank, often impolitic approach to
You expect a side-step, a rephrasingrudtional political scene. In the lateshe game. Ken might have five kids,

the question. Instead: "It waEhis has masterclass in unintentionaBoris might have many more, but it's
worked just as | planned...", like théuffoonery Boris suggested to arman election fought with far franker
proud little boy who'd just elicited freéAsian radio DJ: "I'm down with thediscussions about policy and
candy from the hapless man in thethnics. I'll out-ethnic you", whilstcompetence than most.

cornershop. Nothing silveéongued or Ken repeatedly refuses to disassociate




