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WHAT’S THE POINT IN STUDENT JOURNALISM?

I like being on the Palatinate mailing
list. It makes me feel both useful and
important. Every few days I get a cheery
email apologising for the number of
summative essays I still have to do, and
urging me to 'get involved' in Durham's
thriving journalism scene. 'Become the
vice-sports correspondent for Grey
College, write a feature article about
Ugg boots, or perhaps even a dreaded
comment article (most probably about
DICCU).

I think Palatinate must have some
kind of quota system running with
DICCU (or quite possibly God) by
which they have to include a certain
number of related articles every edition
to 'keep the debate going' and prevent
Christianity gently sliding into obscurity
alongside feudalism and absolute
monarchy as 'things which seemed like a
good idea at the time.'

Occasionally, the mailing list throws
up genuine flashes of excitement, like
when Chris Wright, a disgruntled
comment editor - a terrifying prospect if
ever there was one - publicly announced
his resignation due to some editorial
spat about a cartoon (inevitably, on the
subject of DICCU). Wright stormed off
in a flurry of grandiose platitudes about
freedom of speech and conspiracy
theories, offering his services to a rival
journalistic leviathan, Durham21, where
he acts much as before, writing long and
blustering articles about the 'issues that
matter.' 

There isn't anything especially
wrong with writing comment articles
about the 'issues that matter' - after all,
they do matter - and I'm sure Chris is a
nice enough guy if you can stop him
talking about DICCU. Providing a
forum for the opinionated and verbose is

definitely one of the main points of
student journalism, and long may it
continue! 

The odd thing, though, is that I like
Palatinate. It's like one of those old
friends you have from home who never
really changes - except maybe a new
haircut here and a weird new girlfriend
there. It isn't particularly exciting, but is
still nice to have around. In a perfect
world, it would occasionally express
itself with a little more force. Or perhaps
enter into an impassioned crusade about
something that isn't the acronymically
exciting trio of DICCU, DUS or DSU. 

However, if it's supposed to be a
reflection of our student community,
then it's probably got it about right.
After all, there isn't much going on in
Durham apart from DICCU, DUS and
DSU, and in these dull days we're so
advanced we've forgotten how to have
real opinions, or even really care about
the news that is supposed to be 'relevant
to students.' 

The establishment is, by its very
nature, boring. It has to do all the
necessary 
establishment things like pretending to
care about the DSU and recording minor
college sport results. However, as with
most well meaning attempts to engage
us in the minutiae of low level politics
and local news, the majority of us really
couldn't give a shit.

The Sanctuary, by contrast, is

something I don't like. This isn't just
because it isn't very good. That would be
a poor reason to dislike a student
venture, like starting a hate campaign
about Derby County or Eddie the Eagle.
I'm sure the editors and writers put a lot
of effort in and their mothers are really
proud of them, but The Sanctuary isn't
really a student venture.

It is, in essence, nothing but a
money-making tool for a Nottingham
graduate, Tom Freeman, who maintains
a string of similarly poorly received
papers across the country. All of them
are run primarily for the purpose of
selling advertising space. The quality of
the journalism in it seems to be of little
or no consequence to Freeman. The
paper is free as long as he can persuade
his advertisers that people read it, he has
no reason to worry about it.

The Sanctuary does not have a
philosophy or purpose beyond that of
making money. It survives on the great
reserve of free labour provided by
students, who are unique in the fact that
they'll do something like this without
being paid. It exploits our desire to 'be
involved,' get in print, and fill our CVs.
Its vaguely-associated mess of articles is
neither a newspaper nor a magazine but
simply The Sanctuary, cynical-money
making in student journalistic form.
Some of the writing can be pretty good,
but it deserves a better home than this. 

So what is the point of any of this?
What is the point in Mostly Harmless
for that matter? It passes the time.
Makes you feel special, like you inhabit
some kind of a necessary role in some
imagined student community. There is
no real point to any of it, but we enjoy
doing it and are proud of it, and that, if
you'll pardon the pun, should be the real
bottom line.
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