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FALLING OUT OF LOVE WITH THE SWISS

CORDELIA GRAHAM NARROWS HER HORIZONS

My great-grandparents went on holida®nce there, | took a look arounc FRENCH MISSIVE

to Italy once.They never went backAlthough not packed with interesting

because they found it to be dirtyenlightened types, there was bound I'm In France.Things are dierent
Instead they went to Switzerlandbe some somewhere. here, a bit.

Switzerland, Switzerland, always My first encounter was with a more Times when I'd usually be
clean, always tidy The Marks andbland breed of Durham graduat¢bored I've sufered instead from
Spencer of Europe. Switzerland is '@ome on, Cordelia, you are abroad - (I'ennui existentiel. They're the same,
country of edges; the edge of peace, tleeth and leave perfidiouslbion where except you ask yourself not "what to
physical edge of thélps - it is the it should be - at home." So | found do?" but "Why to do?" It's not a

upper edge of civilisation. Swiss, from, joy of joys, Basel. ‘It usetmood conducive to revision.
“ i to be the Holy Roman Empire; he mu. Second dierence is the
SWItzerIand’ be interesting!exclaimed | in my head. language.They're imprecise about
alwayS Clean, | think | have come across a gem of things. They call lunch "dejeungr

I person (particularly one who wabut they call breakfast “le petit-
always tld ' The wearing a diamond-patterned jump¢dejeuner’ What do they call a littler

Marks and PENCEr and smoking Lucky Bkes) who might than usual lunchAre we to
Of Europe” possibly enjoy the occasional medieviunderstand that if they're only peckish,
throwback, as | do. No such luck: hor had a lage breakfast- "un grand
| always used to adore this countrgdvocated a heavy bombing campaicpetit-dejeuner” (note oxymoron) or if
it doesn't get involved in wars, the UNf Iran because 'Muslims want to blovthey just got up late, that they eat
is deeply rooted there and it makes fis up' and didn't hold with universitymore than they want or don't eat lunch
chocolate. | was in awe of theducation. 'People might say that theat all? What if the petit-dejeuner is
discretion and restraint eminent in itsare about tolerance, but, really it's yclarger than the dejeunef®/hat then?
citizens, who keep a cover over thend your people whom you are going 'l asked an obliging Frenchman.

collection plate in mass and can spepkt first', said he with an apatheti "Je ne sais pas." He said.

at least three languages. shrug. | was in so much tolerant shoc"Merci." | said. “Merci, a lot." |
What's more, | loved that one caaf his intolerant views that | was unablthought... "Rosbif stupide” he

still smoke indoors, despite accusations reply thought. Then we got dfthe bubble-

of Switzerland being a nanny state, ucome on lift and | never saw him again. It was

despite laws against discarding one's ) a thing that we had together

chewing gum on the street. 'Here's a COrdelia, yOU are Anyway, | had brunch.

country that can see sense,' thought | to _ Thought I'd play it safe. "Le
myself. abroad gO fOlth brunche." It was fitting; I'm brunch

Bearing this in mind, these and leave anyway my beliefs are: Between
holidays, soft packet of Gauloises in Tal i atheism and agnosticism, then later
my pocket, | sallied forth to the perfldl(_)US Alblon there's deism for dinneDawkins
nightclub(s) ofWengen, a town the size where it should be |calis it “Intellectual poverty | call it
of Hexham in theAlps. Despite my - at home_” brunch. Je suis brunche.
father's complaints that 'no bugger gets | haven't had much time to
up to do any work there', | was sure that It seems an illustrious continentecatch up with Lamoneyout the last
there would be some form of civilisedypbringing is not necessarily conducivthing | heard he was working on a
quaint nightlife lurking, ready toto thinking like me. My veneration olnew section to the "Brief Guide to
embrace me and my amour suisgeuropeans is somewhat diminished - Conversation." called "Some Popular

: course the opinion of one fool is ncNonsensicalerms of Emphasis and
representative of an entire countyet How To DealWith Them: From “I'm
| one fool is still himselfWhat's more, officially... adjective" to “I'm so...

4 the only other Swiss | have ever had tlinsert verb in the progressive...again"
| opportunity of being intimately touching upon the correct use of the
acquainted with once blew his nose cthree meaningless superlatives...
the nearest rock for a want of morAbsolutely completely entirely"
suitable item. | realised tha Anyway. | had better get
Switzerland wasn't quite the haven (going. I'm existentially ennui'd stif
civilization | once thought. Suddenly
perfidious Albion wasn't looking so Oh-wevwah,
bad. Yours phonetically

James le Brunche




