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ROBIN MORRIS ESCAPES WITH A VERY NICE POLO SHIRT

The Durham outlet of controversial
clothing label Jack Wills was this week
besieged by a raging crowd of slavering
protesters, who dubbed the North Bailey
shop a "pestilent cathedral of
nightmares and children's tears." 

This comes as the latest in a string of
incidents highlighting the bizarre level
of anger evoked by the clothing chain.
Whilst the spectacle of such visceral
fury being directed against a high street
brand initially appeared to defy rational
explanation, Professor Gethyn Old, a
geneticist attached to the University's
Department of Things People Need to
Get Over Because Seriously Guys,
claims to have found the source of the
baffling phenomenon. 

Research in the department suggests
that exotic additives used in the
preparation of Jack Wills apparel trigger
a 'self-righteous egalitarian rage gene'
found in a small section of the
population. "These poor souls lose all
sense of proportion about trivial issues
like high street labels," the Professor
explained. 

"To you or I, Jack Wills is a harmless
Abercrombie & Fitch clone with an

optimistic price scheme, but to one of
these unlucky bastards it must seem like
Stalin met the Monopoly man and had a
socially apocalyptic lovechild. They'll
find themselves forced to drone on and
on about the issue for hours at a time to
anyone who'll listen - we found one poor
lad who was reduced to standing in front
of a mirror all day, just muttering '£15
for a pair of socks!' to himself. Tragic,
really."

In an attempt to gain some insight
into the condition, your correspondent
flirted with perilous levels of tedium by
voluntarily talking with one of those
affected. Thudmer Boresom, creator of
Facebook group 'I hate Jack Wills more
than everyone else to the extent that I
am forced to physically harm myself to
express my rage' was more than happy
to chat. 

He immediately launched into a
tirade of near concussion-inducing
dullness, suggesting that "Jack Wills is
literally, literally disgusting. Distinctive
clothing to mark out membership of a
group…is anyone else reminded of a
little thing called Nazi Germany? Except
it was the Jews that had to wear the

armbands, wasn't it? I guess they're
more like reverse Nazis. But definitely
still bad." He went on for some time.

There does, however, seem to be
some hope of respite for those tiresome
unfortunates who have been affected.
Professor Old suggests that the strategic
employment of phrases such as "oh
hush, you hopelessly boring tool" or
"fuckin' damn it, going on about Jack
Wills got old in Epiphany 2006" can at
least reduce the frequency of irritating
anti-Wills outbursts. MH can only
recommend his advice and hope for the
best.
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