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CHIMP KLUTE ATTACK
Genetically modified chimps escaped
from labs at the science site last
week,running amok around the city.
They were found several hours later,
semi-conscious in an alleyway behind
Klute. When questioned,one of
them responded:"That was so not
worth a fiver." DD

DSU LOGO CHANGE Inspired by
the effects of the Conservative
Party's change of logo, Durham
Student Union has decided to follow
suit and recently agreed to adopt the
internationally recognised Yin-Yang
symbol to better represent Durham's
multicultural racial dynamic.

To investigate this issue
further, MostlyHarmless travelled to

Stockton to find a black student with
whom to discuss this matter. William
Hugo Barrington-Smyth of Surrey,
whose great grandparents hailed
from Jamaica,observed: 'I suppose
the new logo half makes sense' SS

STOP AND SEARCH FAILING
Durham Police have blamed crime
increases in the city on the failure of
new 'stop and search' tactics imposed
by central government. Spokesman
PC Barksby told MH: "The policy
simply isn't fit for purpose. Valuable
police hours are being wasted trying
to locate members of the black
community to search." AL

LIBRARYING IN DURHAM
COTTAGE
Anonymous posts on an internet
forum exclusively discovered by
MostlyHarmless have revealed that
the practice of Librarying may be
occurring in small old homes across
the city.

Accounts ofLibrarying as
severe as lending books and studying
at desks with complete strangers are
described in detail on a popular

website known to be used by many
of the country's most prolific
Librarians.

While there is no specific
evidence of this bizarre and
seemingly unlikely activity occurring
in Durham,MH felt it wise to inform
our readership of the rumours and
ask: "are you having too much
library?"

MIGRANT GUNNED DOWN An
independent watchdog has cleared
the Metropolitan Police of any
wrongdoing over the deaths of two
innocent victims at Sandringham
Gardens Tube Station. The IBPCC
(International Bird of Prey
Criminality Committee) ruled that
the shooting ofHenry and Henrietta
Harrier was regrettable, but to be
expected at this time ofthe season.

The committee heard that
the operation took place after Mr and
Mrs Harrier, aged 3 and 5
respectively, were mistaken by police
for a migratory Brazilian suspect.In
his defence, firearms officer ‘Harry’
stated: ‘They matched the subject's
description exactly. That is, they were
both a bit brown.’ TW

FIGHTING COCKS FAKE There was
outrage in Durham last night as two
students discovered that one of the
oldest legends in Durham was
nothing more than a trick. It has long
been accepted that locals do not
come onto our campus and that
students do not go into their suburbs
and pubs. This policy has been
responsible for the peaceful relations
between both groups in the city.
However, it has emerged that these
so-called 'locals' have never actually
existed in Durham.

Mostly Harmless has made
the shocking discovery that the
founders of the university simply
'invented' these figures, often

resorting to paying actors to put on a
northern accent and walk through
the streets of Durham. The
deception was uncovered by  two
drunken students who, disregarding
all warnings, entered the Fighting
Cocks, only to discover that it was
not a pub but an operation centre for
this grand deception.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Christopher Biggins appeared
disgruntled by the discovery, saying
in a statement:"The threat of non-
existent locals was the best social
control we had. What are we
supposed to do now?" The Fighting
Cocks now looks set to be turned
into yet another gratuitous bakery.
PN

Very Local News for Very Local People

WHO MADE THIS?
Mostly Harmless is edited by
Magnus Taylor, Siddharth
Khajuria and Tom Walker. Anton
Lazarus provides invaluable
creative support, copious quantities
of ideas and will,on occasion,do
what he is told.Sub-editors for this
issue were Cordelia Graham, Dan
Dyer, Thom Addinall-Biddulph,
Rachel Rutty, Ben Grafton,
Richard Hadden, Zaki Moosa,
Charlotte Spencer-Smith, Sam
Toolan,Tom Rosenthaland Alex

Mason. Thanks to Lucy Davies
and Clare Turner for copy editing.

Cheers to Hannah Yadi,
Clarice Holt, Dan Dyer and Tom
England for the cartoons.

Jack Logue makes the
amusing images whilst Alaric
Green and Bertan Budak look
after our marketing and advertising.
More thanks must go to treasurer
John Corcoran for being far more
efficient and organised with money
than the editors have ever been.

DUS Class-Denial
Tom Walker

Thousands of protesters are
thronging Palace Green in a
demonstration against the visits of
historian David Virgin and Stockton
student Nick Riffing to the
University. The two controversial
figures have been invited by the
Durham Union Society’s President,
EwanChapwoman, to speak at a
debate on free speech next week.

The pair's well-publicised
political views have incited
widespread opposition to the debate.
Virgin,a well-known class denier, was
convicted to three hours'
imprisonment in Surrey in 1998 after
claiming that differences in social
status no longer existed in modern
society. He has also sparked
controversy in the past by suggesting
that evidence for the existence of
Durham's coal mines was
'inconclusive.'

His views have been most
vehemently opposed by groups

throughout the university, who claim
that it threatens the very fabric of
their culture."You can't allow him to
speak - it's legitimising his views,"
squealed Wine Soc President Angela
Astley-Birtwistle. "Durham's built on
prejudice," agreed Collingwood Choir
conductor Aled James, adding the
finishing touches to his 16-part
harmony arrangement of 'The
Famous Hatfield College.' 

He continued:"If we allow
this disgusting class-denial a platform
it'll dry up almost all of our
conversation topics. We can't discuss
the quality ofcollege meals and our
ironic love of B*Witched for a whole
three years, you heartless debating
bastards."

Protesters seemed
somewhat more divided over the
reasons for their opposition to
Riffing. A significant minority
appeared to be trying to vote him off
'I'm a Celebrity...' The rest claimed to
instinctively distrust him because he
was from Stockton.

Dan Dyer

Remembrance Day Fiesta
Matt Brown

The people of Durham are
celebrating en-masse following the
most successful Remembrance Day in
the city's long history. After the
ceremonial remembrance poems were
grudgingly read out,the band got the
revellers in the mood for fun.Instead
of playing the Last March, the brass
section struck up a confident
rendition of Louie Bega's 'Mambo
Number 5'.

The silence at 11 was
enlivened by a two-thousand strong
Mexican wave, starting with the
Bishop of Durham in the western
pulpit of the cathedral and arriving,
with a crescendo, in the Market Place.
After the wave was completed,the
crowds celebrated with the traditional
breaking of the poppy-filled
Remembrance Piñata. The veterans
were then allowed the honour of
starting a dignified conga line which
wound down towards the river to the
sound ofthe Benny Hill theme tune.

Local News inBrief

Clarice Holt


