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MoneyTalks
Siddharth Khajuria

University Treasurer Paulina Lubacz
has recently announced plans to
create a "Landmark Visitor Centre
for the World Heritage Site, probably
in Palace Green Library."  If carried
out, the plans will see Palace Green
facilities shifted to "suitable
alternative locations." 

The plans form part of
Durham's '2020 Vision' which looks
to "maintain student numbers living
in the city centre," whilst also
protecting local community interests
through enforcing "proper
strategies" for the location and
management ofstudent properties.
Indeed, the plans sound perfectly
reasonable in the abstract.What do
they entail though?  Proper
strategies?  For whom?  Protect local
communities? Which ones?  The
students or the permanent residents? 

The University is at a
crossroads, attempting to strike a
balance between its traditional feel
and the competitive advantages ofa
gradual departure up the hill. The
sale ofone of the University's more
beautiful buildings, Palace Green
Library, would seemingly fall into the
latter. It f its a pattern of progressive
abandonment ofthe City Centre by
Durham University, following last
year's move of the Politics
Department from Old Elvet,as well
as the proposed sale ofOld Shire
Hall.

These moves are certainly
sure to generate significant revenue,
but at some stage, administrators
must surely question what makes
Durham's student population choose
this University over its rival campus
alternatives, like York or Warwick?

The long term
development proposals are couched

in the language of 'consultation' and
'careful planning.'  But the process
will invariably be weighted against
the voice of Durham's transient
student population. Each of us is
here for a mere three or four years.
'2020 Vision' sets its sights on a
Durham thirteen years from now.

Long-term thinking surely
makes sense. But at present,there's
no effective representation of the
student voice to rival that of the local
residents or the Vice-Chancellor.
DSU Presidents are around for a
fleeting year. The journalists who
write these articles will swiftly
disappear onto projects far away
from Durham. University students
lack any real stake in changes that
won't see fruition until years from
now.

The camera-clad day-
tripper will appreciate their visitor
centre. The local population will

appreciate their money. But who can
properly represent the University's
10,000 students - most ofwhom will
soon be paying upwards of £3,000
for the privilege of a Durham
education? 

The administrators, the
local residents, the accountants:each
have their own ideas about what's
best for Durham. What is being

forgotten is the students' unique
insight into the nature of this
university's experience, which is vital
to the places' future. Right now,
there's no effective way of making
sure this voice is heard.

Sadly, it seems that in the
absence ofsome sort of Permanent
Student Overlord, money talks.

Sam Toolan

It is the end ofJune 2007,and the
frenzied exam period ofMay is now
just another docile memory. After
three weeks oflanguid lie-ins, liquid
lunches and lost evenings in Lloyd's,
I leave my pit and make my way to
the DSU in search of Ben Stein,
promoter of this evening's dance
music event,Subotica.

Stein - generally rather
hairy - exudes a rare sort of patience
that I quickly realise comes about
through an unquestionable
confidence in his ventures. He has
been rather precocious in his grasp
of the entrepreneurial.Growing up
in Norfolk doesn't really strike me as
the sort of place where there's much
opportunity for concocting exciting
club nights, but Ben assures me that
his teeth have been well cut on
booking some highly esteemed
artists.

As we make our way
outside, I get the opportunity to see
Stein's patience in action.A group of
people are huddled together in the
entrance way discussing whether to
go in to Subotica - which costs £8 -
or to Loveshack - for £5. Stein
politely interrupts and begins to
explain what you get for that extra
three quid.Do you realise, he asks, if
you wanted to see Fabio and
Grooverider in any other club in any
other town in the country, it would
cost you about twenty quid? These
guys are the fathers of drum n' bass.
They'll be playing some really
powerful and challenging music.
What are you gonna get in
Loveshack? Kylie Minogue or The

Spice Girls and overpriced booze…
It is interesting to watch

this process take place.
Unfortunately for Stein,the cynic in
me is correct about one thing:his
words are falling on deafears. While
his event is a million times more
interesting and the music is hugely
more challenging and soulful,it is the
allure of familiarity that will win.

Your average Durham student is
more than happy to spend at least an
extra three quid on booze,as long as
it means they reach a point where
they no longer care about the quality
of the music, and can just leap up
and down clinging to each other in a
fuggy maelstrom.

Stein returns from his
unsuccessful diatribe. He doesn't
sigh and moan,he says, because he
knows what he's up against. He
chose to come to Durham - small,
traditional,redbrick - because he saw
potential here to help bring about
something it didn't really have: a

proper nightlife. I chose drum n'
bass, he says, because it's a genre that
seems to appeal to a wide range of
people. You can be talking to
someone who listens to indie or pop,
but they'll say that when they go out
to a club they like to dance to
D&B…

Just over two weeks ago
Stein held another Subotica event.
Shy FX was headlining but I was
more interested in interviewing
another artist, Radio One's Mary
Ann Hobbs. Hobbs and I had met
on a few occasions before and I was
keen to grill her on how things had
been since then and how other
people in the industry were doing.
What I didn't expect was that Mary
Anne would talk so openly and
deeply about some very challenging
and poignant issues. You can find the
interview in full on the MH website
site, but, in brief, among other
things, we talked about slavery and
its relationship to Black Music.

It was a pleasure to talk to
Mary Ann about such things, and it
encapsulates what Stein's trying to
do. There's definitely a didactic
element.He's trying to show the
average Durham student,who could
so easily drift through life firmly
strapped in to their comfort blanket,
that the world has a great deal more
to offer.

For those of you that
would prefer to get shitfaced in the
Shack to Chesney Hawkes, well,
good for you.I'll no doubt see you in
there from time to time myself. But I
will be putting that on hold when
Subotica appears. Keep an eye out!
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Is there any effective representation of the Durhamstudent voice as
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