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Welcome to America

Siddharth Khajuria reflects on an encounter with U.S. Border Security

Siddharth Khajuria This was n&, and not a
little worrying But the Boder
Protection Oficer's gt a gun
A FEW WEEKS AGO, | took one holsteed to his wist and gu want
of the day ContinentalAirlines to holidg in his counir - you don't
flights fom Mexico City to Nevakk ask questions
Liberty IntemaionalAirport in New | follow the man dan a
Jrsg. Immigraion in the United coridor, aound a couple ofurns
Stdes has usugllbeen little mer and into an unmked elgaor. We
than a case ofpasspar?”, "wha's don't &chang words No
tha pumose of your visit?"After explansion of our little trip is
9/11, the collection ofbiometric offered. The elgaor dools open
daa peceded the quwichud,thud, and ve enter another section thfe
thud of the necesswr aiport. In it are a hunded or so
documentdon  being wbber chais and a handful ofamed
stamped.The pocess ner lasted immigdation offices."Take a sed' |
more than adw mirutes do

This encounter stad in a My officer disppeas; my
predictdly similar &shion.No idle passpdrand documentian lie in a
chater from the oficer just the plastic wllet behind a countdihere
usual questioning delied inthe dy are four other barmactes in the
and supeitialy friendy tone And room: A scuffy, eldely Lain
then some ne questions "Is thisAmerican man and his ®ji& young

your first trip to the B?" (&ir
enough,but you knaw from the
fingemrints and photgrgphs on
your computer seen fom nmy two
post 9/11 trips thiait isn't).

Then, "where were your
paents bon?"

"Sudan and India", |

shaply dressed Midle-Eastar
gentlemanand,a couple ofseé#s to
my left, an unassumingsmerican
gentleman.

With my curiosity ne
accompaniedyba hint ofangr &
the lak of justificaion or
explansion offered thus &r, | ask

replied.A brief pausedllowed ly a
"Come with mgpleasé

the man net to me ifhe has anidea
as to vinat is ging on.

"No idea,they haren't told Though thee ae nev,
me amthing I've been witing hee more worrying questions'wha do

three hous, I've missed m you do?"

connectinglight,and the net one's "I'm a student.”

full.” "Wha do you stug?"
This doesn't bodeed. "History."

"Siddhath!" Another "Have you gt ary family in
Border Potection Oficer bellars Pakistan?"
my name fom behind his desk. "No, they're primary from
goproad him. The same questiongndia.”
purpose of visit, previous visits
paents bithplacesSame angrs.

"Ok, sit dawvn, | gotta do "Well, my faher and
some stuf with a computet grandither gew up thee, so thee

| do as I'm toldwondering are piobebly a Ew distant eldives
wha it is tha he might be doing withscdtered dout, but none tha |
his computer In the meantime know"
another dficer @proahes the "Hmm, have you ever been
American man m¢ to me to Pakistan or the Mile East?"
goologisesdr the vait,and sugests "No." So vha if | have?
tha he complain to his &ire for not "Sqg you haen't been tg
alloving enough time to lear Syria or lan,or places lik tha?"
Immigration & Customsl| want to "No." Again. Though |
suggest thait's paentl ridiculous to wander bhout the implicons
sugiest tha aidines should beinheent in 'places kktha'.
factoring thee to éur hous to gt No more questionsShe
one's passpbr stamped, but scritbles a év notes dan on ny
considering thamine has notet form. Then,finally, thuds the eny
receved aly sot of stampl remain pemit stamp in m passpdr"Enjoy
silent. your sta."

"Siddhath!" My name is I most pobaly will. But
called gain, this time l another the immigation procedue is haily
officer a friendy welcome toAmerica thia

"Wha about the Midle
East?"

Clarice Holt

the Homeland Security pos
promisesl hadn't sheed in a montt
and | shae the skin colour ahose

CLASSIFIEDS

Asian Man in
Durham. Seeks
Similar

University for
Sale.Call Chris
Higgins on 0191

334 2000

LOST! Music
CD. Please
Help! I only

have one....

Call Andy
from Klute

Desperately
Seeking
Relevance.
Call NUS on
0845 045
1069

who hae committed man a
temorist d@rocity So | don't ming
subjecting yself to the odl
‘random’ seah & aiport security o
on the London Undground. But
ther's a hah, almost éasome
goproad talen ty the US Border
Security drce They don't tell gu
why the/'re taking gu somahere.
They don't tell pu why the/'re
asking gu questions with inremtly
prejudicial pesumptionsAnd they
shav no emose br presuming tha
you ae a criminal until pren
otherwise

| leare the security @a ar
hour laer than my fellov passeregs
on the fight fom Meico City My
bag sits alone circling a casusel
which has been allub emptied
those vino weren't made to diktse
paental bithplacestrawel histories
or the loctions of their reldives

Fair enough.Ther was
probably no need to ask the 8@ay
Mexican gandmother Wwo sa

Pakistan ecenty. But the tone with
which | was inteviewed, and the
utter lak of justificaion offered for
the «tra interogdion | was
subjected to left a bitter taste in
mouth. The paanoia and insecur
of the pesent imae ae peréctly
undestandale, but thee is a &lue
(and decery in teding your guest
as friends untilop knav thd they're

S0 you think
you're evil?

(adrertisement

Anyone wo's @er seen the fury
side ofsuffering despairand Klut
(and viho hasn't?) or ho's eel
wanted to writetut evil subjects
a humoous fshion,or humobus
subjects in arvi fashion,
this is yur dance

Next tem the dprious
gamoous Charet of Evil will be

beside me ifshe had been {ditting the Assemly Rooms stge

We're looking ér sletches songs
monolagues ary kind of routine
tha might be  sufcienty
sophisticeed and wiked. The shev
tMéll be as aried as posdéary styl
tpf writing or topic thayou think i
relesant will be consided.

All submissionenquiries ef
L to Rob Hendeson &
r.s.hendeison@durham.acuk.

not.




