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News for Local People
Angel of the North
‘not a real angel’

Magnus Taylor

A group of American tourists
from Houston, Texas are
reported to be ‘outraged’at what
they term ‘a dirty piece of
blasphemous dishonesty’
perpetrated by the County
Durham Tourist Board. It seems
that the group in question were
under the illusion that the North-
East’s favourite peace ofpublic
art, the Angel of the North, was
in fact the physical manifestation
of God’s right-hand man,the
Angel Gabriel. It seems that the
confusion arose primarily due to
the inability of the Americans to
distinguish between fictitious
religious characters and objects
from the real world. It is believed
that the group considered
invading the local Tourist Office
and staying there until they
produced ‘the real Gabriel.’
However, they eventually decided
to travel down to London,where
they hoped to witness ‘a miracle
of congestion charges’ carried
out by the city’s patron saint,Ken
Livingston.

Procrastination
Tom Walker

As Durham enters its fraught and
frenzied final term, a recent
university report has indicated
that study hours have fallen to
unprecedentedly low levels over
the last year. The report suggests
that the phenomenon stems from
a worrying new trend in which
students compete to find the
longest word for ‘wasting time.’

The word
‘procrastination,’ an intimidating
fifteen letters long, has held sway
over the Durham scene for some
months, but has recently been
deemed not to be “quite
pretentious enough”by linguistic
hipsters at the forefront of the
movement. As eager students

rush to make their mark on the
vernacular, library staff have

been forced to take the
unprecedented step of banning
all thesauri from their shelves.

Said one fresher:
“Everyone knows that popularity
depends on being seen not doing
any work. The longer the word is,
the more time you’ve obviously
wasted both thinking ofand
typing it.‘Scratching my arse’just
doesn’t cut it in this age of
polysyllables.”

This dangerous
competition threatens to hamper
Durham’s academic performance
in the upcoming examinations,
and the editorial staff of MH
hereby pledge to declare a
moratorium on all academic work
until the source of such
subversive actions is discovered.

The late, great Richard
Whitele. He lik ed his letters

Clarice
Holt

Student ‘bombing’ campaign
Fears ran high in Durham after
two students were remanded in
custody after under the Terrorism
Act, reportedly close to instigating
a “campaign ofbombing”.

The pair, who had been
under MI5 surveillance for some
time, were finally arrested in
Durham Public Swimming Baths.
A spokesman for Scotland Yard

said that they “had been watching
them for over an hour. They had
already engaged in the illegal
activities of ‘Running’,‘Pushing’,
‘Acrobatics/Gymnastics,’ ‘Heavy
Petting,’ and 'Diving In The
Shallow End' – it is clear that it
was only a matter of time before
they started bombing.” RH

Mohammed media cancellation
In a statement issued today,
Mohammed has announced that
he will not be making further
media appearances this year after
his “poorly received” Danish
modelling campaign. His
spokesman said,“Naturally, we are
disappointed that it didn’t take off

quite as well as it could,
particularly in the Arabic world.
Hopefully a moratorium on press
appearances will remind folks
about how they’ve lost out,and we
can try a more targeted campaign
in some time in 2008.” ‘Max’

Brown Sugar Racist
Durham’s ethnic-minority
community have launched a
protest at Brown Sugar’s deceitful
activities. Said Saeed Khan,leader
of student lobby group Black
Flower, “Brown Sugar doesn’t do

what is says on the tin.I thought
this was going to be Durham’s top
ethnic hangout when I applied,
but everytime I walk by,I don’t see
any of my brethren.” SK

Iran welcomed into
Nuclear Club

Siddharth Khajuria

Iran has made it into the exclusive
Nuclear Club. Club secretary
Donald Blunt has posted Iranian
President Mahmoud I’m-a-
dinner-jacket his membership
card, entitling him to full use of
clubhouse facilities. Blunt hopes
that the recent expansion of
membership to include Iran,
India and Pakistan should ease
fears of institutional racism at the
controversial organisation. Blunt
told MH: ‘We welcome all creeds
to the Nuclear Club. There is no
reason why the Arabs and Asians
should not have equal access to
our facilities, should they be
willing to pay their membership
fees.’

Associate member,
Israel,was said to be seething at
Iranian membership. Sources
close to Israel’s Nuclear
representative told
MostlyHarmless that they did not
believe Iran had a right to
membership. The source, Paul

Wolfwhistle, said: ‘Iranians are
not welcome here. What is
happening to the world? They let
these Iranians into the club
swimming pool,they let some
man called Tiger play at Augusta.
What next? Palestinian
Homeland?! Piffle. A Jihad on all
their houses!’

Ahmadinejad enjoys club
facilities


