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Alistair Cormack’s

cartographical

guide to the US

midterm results...

Alistair Cormack, Matt

Hindle, Magnus Taylor

For those of you who

didn’t stay up all night glued to

your television sets, MH

brings you the post election

results, analysis and gossip:

* Condoleezza Rice was

found in bed with a white

supremacist at a post-election

party in Austin, Tx. The

supremacist declined to

comment.

* George Bush is to revamp

the republican strategy by

adopting an Eritrean Child, in

a TAS (tactical adoption

strike). Laura is said to be

thrilled, Barney is less than

pleased.

* After his shock sacking

resignation Donald Rumsfeld

has taken up a new post at the

National Organisation for

Women, He is said to be eager

to implement his ‘shock and

awe’ strategy using his weapon

of mass destruction.

(intelligence suggests that the

aforementioned weapon does

exist, but we’ve all heard that

one before.)

*  South Dakota rejected

proposition 78, plans for a

tactical nuclear strike on both

Canada and France. Despite

the narrow 57-43 rejection,

South Dakotan politicians

hope to get the resolution

back on the ticket for 2008.

MH goes stateside: the midterms

States which still lynch gays, women and

those not from ‘around here’

Lynching on Tuesday only

States which now lynch gays, women and

those not from ‘around here’ slightly less 

What you
didn’t know...

Fear and Loathing on the campaign trail
Joe Vester

In Britain, as a liberal,

it is sometimes hard to see why

Americans vote the way they

do. One might think the

Democrats, who supposedly

aren't evangelical, racist, big-

business nut-jobs would be the

clear winners to anyone with

sense. However, the fact is that

there really isn't very much

difference. The following

provides some guide as to the

level of most debate in the US:

Republican: How many days

at work did you spend last

week? 

Democrat: How many days

did you spend?

R: Stop lying to the people,

Bob. The People of

Pennsylvania deserve more.

Just tell them the truth.

D: You answer my question.

R: Answer mine.

D: I have answered it, now

answer me.

R: Just tell the truth, Bob.

Stop the lying. Look into the

camera and say how many days

you spent at work last month.

D: I have told the truth, now

you do it.

R: No you haven't!

[degenerates into shouting over each

other] 

I change the channel,

and on comes a political ad.

It's from Tennessee, a

Southern state where the

Democratic challenger for the

Senate, Harold Ford, is black.

It appears to show a number

of people from the street,

speaking about their support

for Ford, cutting between

them.

(Black) woman: Ford's good-

looking, isn't that enough? 

Woman: Yeah, obviously,

terrorists need their privacy

too.

White man in deerstalker: I

agree, I do have too many

guns.

White bimbo with skimpy

clothing and squeaky voice:

I met Harold at the Playboy

party!

Sleazy-looking man in dark

glasses: So he took money

from porn producers, who

hasn't? (laughs, slimily)

[As the ad ends, the white woman

comes up again and does the 'call

me' sign] 

I marvel that, even in an ad

sponsored by the Republican

National Committee, it is

possible to provoke

supposedly long-dead fears of

black men seducing white

women.

One might think that

in the Tennessee case, then,

there might be a simple choice,

between racist bigotry and a

new, brighter, liberal future.

Ford is a new darling of the

liberal press, bringing the

Democrats back into the

South.

However, when these

two candidates went head-to-

head, the difference was not so

clear. The Democrat turned

out to be a supporter of the

Iraq war and Bush's economic

policies. He then proudly

proclaimed himself not to be

any sort of liberal. In fact, he

said he liked the President very

much as a man, and, as a fellow

evangelical, admired his

religion. Against this, the

Republican constantly tried to

show how different from the

President he was, and rejected

that America should "stay the

course" in Iraq.

With a weak and

hugely unpopular

administration, one might have

thought the Democrats had it

made this time. Even the

Republicans are running from

association with Bush, each

candidate attempting to show

how many times he has voted

against the President. The two

parties are more like tribes

than anything else, grasping at

anything that might grab a few

votes, running from anything

remotely controversial, and it

is hard to see why one would

vote either way, even with such

a terrible president as Bush.

No one's going to change

anything.


